recd 13 DEC 200* 



wipo 




United States Patent and Trademark Office 

January 20, 2004 

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT ANNEXED HERETO IS A TRUE COPY FROM 
THE RECORDS OF THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK 
OFFICE OF THOSE PAPERS OF THE BELOW IDENTIFIED PATENT 
APPLICATION THAT MET THE REQUIREMENTS TO BE GRANTED A 
FILING DATE UNDER 35 USC 111. 

APPLICATION NUMBER: 60/528,636 -J 
FILING DATE: December 11, 2003 yf 



PRIORITY 
DOCUMENT 

SUBMITTED OR TRANSMITTED IN 
COMPLIANCE WITH RULE 17.1(a) OR (b) 





fV3 



Please type a plus sign (+) inside this box 

' PTO/SB/16 (02-01) 

Approved for use through 10/31/2002. 0MB 0851-0032 
Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 

PROVISIONAL APPLICATION FOR PATENT COVER SHEET 

This is a request for filing a PROVISIONAL APPLICATION FOR PATENT under 37 CFR 1.53 (c). 
| Express Mail Label No. /jfrj/fl flfc/ h<£i Date of Deposit: 11 DECEMBER 2003 j 



INVENTOR(S) 



Given Name (first and middle [if any]) 



Family Name or Surname 



Residence 
(City and either State or Foreign Country) 



CRAIG 



BLACK 



20220 108™ DR. SE, SNOHOMISH, WA.US, 98296 



[H Additional inventors are being named on the 



separately numbered sheets attached hereto 



TITLE OF THE INVENTION (280 characters max) 



TWIN DUCKBILL VALVE ASSEMBLY 



CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS 

Direct ali correspondence to: 

El Customer Number 24737 ^> 
OR Type Customer Number here 



*24737* 

IllllillllliiliUIIIIIIII 



□ 



Firm or 

Individual Name 



Address 




Address 



City 



State 



ZIP 



Country 



Telephone 



Fax 



ENCLOSED APPLICATION PARTS (check all that apply) 



Specification Number of Pages 
Drawing(s) Number of Sheets 



PI CD(s) ( Number 
I I Other (specify) 



□ Application Data Sheet. See 37 CFR 1.76 



METHOD OF PAYMENT OF FILING FEES FOR THIS PROVISIONAL APPLICATION FOR PATENT (check one) 



HI Applicant claims small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27. 
["I A check or money order is enclosed to cover the filing fees 



The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge filing 
fees or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account Number: 
□ Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached. 



14-1270 



FILING FEE 
AMOUNT ($) 

1 60.00 



The invention was made by an agency of the United States Government or under a contract with an agency of 
the United States Government. 

S No. 

O Yes, the name of the U.S. Government agency and the Government contract number are: . 



Respectfully submitted, 
SIGNATURE - 





Date: 



10 DECEMBER 2003 



TYPED or PRINTED NAME ERNESTINE C. BARTLETT 
TELEPHONE (914) 333-9640 



REGISTRATION NO.: 22,861 
(if appropriate) 

Docket Number: US030491 



USE ONLY FOR FILING A PROVISIONAL APPLICATION FOR PATENT 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.51. The information is used by Ihe public to file (and by the PTO to process) a provisional application. 
Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is esiimated to take 8 hours to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting 
the complete provisional application to the PTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this 
form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. U.S. Department of Commerce. 
Washington, D.C.. 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Box Provisional Application, Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. 



~ . -^Tt! J^ kv m<*dto the PACR Image Database on 01/16/2004 



PHUS030491US 

t 

TWIN DUCKBILL VALVE . ASSEMBLY 
This invention relates generally to the field of duckbill valves, and more 
specifically concerns a new duckbill valve arrangement. 

Duckbill valves are in general well known. A duckbill valve includes a slit at a 
5 front (upper) end thereof which under positive differential pressure opens to permit exit of 
fluid therethrough. Otherwise, the slit is closed and resistant to backflow under negative 
pressure. Various shapes and sizes of duckbill valves are used for particular applications. 
One example is the use of a duckbill valve in fluid-dispensing toothbrushes. 

However, the currently available duckbill valves used in toothbrushes have been 
10 known to fall out of the toothbrush bristle plate, or can be easily pulled out from the bristle 
plate in which they are mounted. Further, there is typically no easy, reliable way to 
properly orient the duckbill valve in the bristle plates using automated manufacturing 
equipment. Hence, the duckbill valve may end up with the slit at various orientations in 
the bristle plate. 

15 In addition, conventional duckbill valves can become clogged, or the exiting fluid 

may not cover the desired area because of limitations in existing duckbill valve 
configurations. Further, particularly for toothbrushes, there may be a need to deliver more 
than one fluid, which results in fluid path complexity to the duckbill valve. 

It would be desirable to have a duckbill valve which overcomes one or more of the 
20 disadvantages discussed above. 

Accordingly, the present invention is a duckbill valve assembly, comprising: 
At least two duckbill valve members; and a flange member which extends between 
and joins the duckbill valve members in a particular orientation. 

Figure 1 is an exploded view showing the duckbill valve of the present invention in 
25 a stem/brushhead portion of a toothbrush. 

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the duckbill valve shown in Figure 1 . 
Figure 3 is a front view of a toothbrush stem/brushhead with the duckbill valve of 
Figures 1 and 2. 

Figure 4 is a cross-sectional view of a toothbrush brushhead with the duckbill valve 
30 of Figures 1 and 2. 

Referring now to Figure 2, the twin duckbill valve assembly of the present 
invention, shown generally at 10, includes two individual duckbill valve members 12 and 

1 
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14 joined by a flange 16 at the respective bases thereof. Duckbill valve members 12 and 
14 are similar to conventional duckbill valves in that they have a circular lower portion 18 
and a tapered upper portion 20 with a rectangular upper surface 21 . Each duckbill valve 
member 12 and 14 is hollow, with an open base (lower end) to receive fluid and a slit 22 in 
5 upper surface 21 which extends for most of the length of upper surface 21 , through which 
fluid exits the valve. The duckbill valve members 12 and 14 are made from a flexible 

material, such as rubber. 

Under positive differential pressure, slit 22 opens to allow the free flow of fluid 
through the valve. Under negative pressure, backflow through the valve is prevented 
10 because the slit 22 remains firmly closed. Again, the basic structure of a duckbill valve is 
well known; a wide variety of duckbill valve sizes and configurations are available from 
various manufactures for different applications. 

In applicant's invention, flange 1 6 joins the base of the two duckbill valve 
members, thereby creating a unitary article and maintaining the separate valve members in 

1 5 a fixed spatial relationship. 

In the embodiment shown, flange 16 is also made of flexible material and is 
approximately 0.5 mm thick. While flange 16 can have various configurations, the 
configuration shown in Figure 2, which includes two straight parallel longitudinal sides 28 
and 30, with curved end portions 32 and 34 joining the longitudinal sides and extending 
20 slightly beyond the edge of the duckbill valve members, is preferred for ease of 

manufacturing. In the embodiment shown, flange 16 is 13.8 mm long, approximately 4.2 
mm wide, with the centerlines of the two duckbill members being separated by 10.5 mm. 
These dimensions can be varied for different applications. 

Figure 1 shows an exploded view of the twin duckbill valve assembly 10 in a 
25 toothbrush application. Figures 3 and 4 show views of the assembled combination. 

Duckbill valve assembly 10 is inserted into a cavity 42 in bristle plate 44, with the two 
individual duckbill valve members 12 and 14 extending through spaced openings in a 
remaining thickness portion 48 of the bristle plate, such that they extend into the field of 
bristles 50 mounted on the bristle plate 44. A holding member 55 is then positioned over 
30 the duckbill valve assembly 10 in cavity 42, holding the assembly in place therein against 
the remaining thickness portion 48 of the bristle plate. The inserted holding member is 
configured to define cavities 57 or channels in the bristle plate which receive fluid from a 
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reservoir through stem portion 58. The open bases of the duckbill members are in fluid 
communication with the cavity in the bristle plate through openings 52 and 54 in flange 
16. This arrangement allows fluid under positive pressure to flow into the individual 
duckbill valve members 12 and 14 and out through the slitted upper ends thereof into 

5 bristle field 50. 

While the arrangement shown includes two individual duckbill valve members 

which are oriented such that their slits 22-22 are parallel to each other laterally across 
flange 16, the two duckbill valve members could be oriented so that the slits are in a single 
line along the toothbrush (in a single vertical plane). 

10 Furthermore, it should be understood that there may be more than two duckbill 

valve members in a particular assembly. Still further, the individual duckbill valve 
members, respectively, could have different sizes and/or shapes, different from each other, 
to accommodate two different liquids. If the two duckbill valve members are connected to 
the same fluid path, however, it is advantageous for the two duckbill valve members to be 

1 5 of the same size, shape and orientation. Still further, in a toothbrush application, it is 
advantageous for the duckbill valve members to be separated by a distance, to 
accommodate bristles in the bristle field therebetween, such as shown particularly in Figure 

1. 

There are several advantages to the multiple duckbill valve assembly of the present 
20 invention. First, it permits an easy automatic assembly with proper duckbill orientation, as 
the duckbill valve assembly can only fit into the bristle plate in one orientation. Still 
further, it is very difficult to pull the duckbill out from the bristle plate, since the flange 16 
abuts the inner surface of the remaining thickness portion 48 of the bristle plate. Also, as 
indicated above, the present duckbill assembly structure can accommodate two separate 
25 fluid paths through the toothbrush stem for two different fluids. Hence, the multiple 
duckbill valve assembly of the present invention overcomes disadvantages of a single 
duckbill assembly, but also has additional advantages thereover. 

Although a preferred embodiment of the invention has been disclosed for purposes 
of illustration it should be understood that various changes, modifications and substitutions 
30 may be incorporated in the embodiment without departed from the spirit of the invention 
which is defined by the claims as follows: 
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CLAIMS: 

1 . A duckbill valve assembly, comprising: 
at least two duckbill valve members; and 

a flange member extending between and joining the duckbill valve members in a 
particular orientation. 

2. The assembly of claim 1 , wherein the flange member joins the two duckbill valve 
members at their respective bases, and wherein the flange member is substantially flat. 

3. The assembly of claim 1 , wherein the duckbill valve members have slit openings 
through which fluid moves and are spaced apart from each other, but arranged so that their 
respective slit openings are parallel. 

4. The assembly of claim 1 , wherein the duckbill valve members have slit openings 
through which fluid moves and are oriented such that their respective slit openings are in a 
single line. 

5. The assembly of claim 1 , wherein the duckbill valve members are substantially 
identical. 

6. The assembly of claim 1 , wherein the two duckbill valve members are sufficiently 
separated to permit a plurality of bristles to be mounted therebetween when the duckbill 
assembly is part of a toothbrush brushhead. 

7. The assembly of claim 1 , wherein the duckbill valve assembly includes just two 
duckbill valve members. 

8. The assembly of claim 1 , wherein the duckbill valve assembly includes more than 
two duckbill valve members. 

9. The assembly of claim 1 , wherein the duckbill valve members are different in size 
and otherwise arranged to accommodate different fluids to flow therethrough. 
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ABSTRACT 

The duckbill valve assembly includes at least two duckbill valve members and a 
flexible, flat flange member which joins the two duckbill valve members together. The 
flange connects the duckbill valve members together at their respective bases, thereby 
5 maintaining the two duckbill valve members in a particular orientation and arrangement 
relative to each other. 
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